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Tne  "  J  e  w  b  o  y  "  Leib  Jacob  cf  Zierenberg. 

Jewish  life  in  Hesse-iZassel,  Germany  towards  the  end  of  the 

18th  century. 

By  Walter  Sharman,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  England. 

(Translated  from  the  original  German  by  the  writer.) 

Introduction: 

The  writer  of  this  essay  was  born  in  1913  as  Walter  Schartenberg 

in  the  small  town  of  Zierenberg  situated  in  liorth-Hesse.  The  Jewish 

70/ 
community  there  numbered  some/ souls  out  of  a  total  of  about 

1800  inhabitants.  There  was  a  purpose-built  synagogue,  erected 
in  1899,  which  included  a  ritual  bath  and  classrooms,  the  minister 
also  acting  as  teacher.  The  congregation  had  its  own  cemetery,  which 
had  already  afforded  a  last  resting  place  to  several  generations 
of  Schartenbergs   ,  as  my  ancestors  resided  in  Zierenberg  and  the 
neighbouring  Eoof  at  least  since  the  end  of  the  17th  century.  They 
belonged  to  the  oldest  Jewish  families  in  the  area.  Jews  had  already 
settled  in  the  Warmetal  (=  valley  of  the  Wanae  river)  in  mediaeval 
times  and  the  earliest  sources  indicate  the  year  1320,  when 
evidently  the  aristocratic  dynasty  "von  Schartenberg",  of  consider- 
able regional  importance  but  long  since  died  out,  granted  them 

2 
protection  and  residence  rights.  "Leib  Jacob,  the  central  character 

of  our  story,  called  himself  and  his  family  after  the  ancestral  seat 
of  the  former  protectors,  when  an  1808  lav/  obliged  all  Hessian  Jews 
to  adopt  civil  family  names,  having  so  far  been  identified  by  given 
names  and  patronymics  only. 

A  wide  gap  yawns  between  the  scraps  of  mediaeval  information  re- 
lating to  the  Zierenberg  area  and  the  commencement  of  well  docu- 
mented and  continuing  details  around  the  period  of  the  Thirty  Years1 
War.  The  oldest  member  of  my  family,  of  whom  there  is  documentary 
evidence,  is  a  certain  Jacob,  also  called  Gumbert,  a  by-name  which 
perhaps  indicated  a  special  knowledge  or  achievement.  The  family  name 
Schartenberg  was  adopted  only  four  generations  later.  Jacob  Guinbert 

was  in  possession  of  a  "Sdutzbrief "  (  =  lexter  of  protection),  and 

3 
must  have  been  born  during  the  first  third  of  the  1 7th  century. 

The  "Jewboy"  leib  Jacob,  born  1769,  was  the  great  grandson  of  this 

Jacob,  whose  wife  was  already  a  widow  in  1698.  At  the  same  time  he 

was  my  great-greatgrandfather,  i.e.  the  grandfather  of  my  grandfather. 

The  story  of  the  "Schutzbrief "  -  the  essence  of  this  study  -  represents 

not  only  an  interesting  facet  oi  family  history,  but  at  the  same  time 

illuminates  an  important  aspect  of  Jewish  life  at  the  end  of  the  18th 

century.  All  the  original  documents  on  which  this  story  is  based,  are 
deposited  at  the  Hessian  State  Archives  at  Llarburg/Lahn.  One  of  the 
officials  there,  Kerr  Meter  ^elda,  has  researched  their  files  ior  me, 


H 


producing  about  300  photocopies  of  the  most  important  sources  relating 
to  the  history  of  my  ancestors. 

The  following  essay  is  iurthermore  bases  on  archival  material  of 
the  former  Jewish  community  of  Zierenberg.  I  had  left  my  place  of 
birth  in  1932  and  went  to  Liunich  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  my 
career.  However  during  a  prolonged  vi£it  to  my  parental  home  in  the 
summer  of  1933,  I  had  occasion  to  research  in  detail  the  synagogal 
records,  which  at  that  time  were  in  the  hands  of  my  father  as  he 
v/as  then  "Parness"  (  =  President)  of  the  Jewish  community.  These 
documents  commenced  during  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century. 
The  burial  register  indicated  that  Leib  Jacob  died  in  1837  -  68  years 
old  -  having  been  born  in  1769.  It  is  tragic  that  these  valuable  docu- 
ments were  all  destroyed  during  the  "Kristallnacht"  (Night  of  Crystal) 
in  November,  1938.  However  I  could  at  least  rescue  my  notes  with  the 
intention  to  produce  one  day  a  detailed  family  tree  and  history. 
Now  during  my  retirement  -  half  a  century  later  -  I  am  in  a  position 
to  realise  this  project. 

The  story  of  Leib  Jacob  and  the  "Jews'  Protection"  in  Hesse-Kassel 
is  part  of  a  more  comprehensive  study  under  the  title  "...  Savea 
from  the  fire"  (Zechariah,  3:2),  the  fire  of  the  Holocaust, 
relating  to  the  surviving  members  of  my  family  as  well  as  most 
of  the  documents  in  question.  In  compiling  these  notes  -  witnesses 
oi  the  past  -  I  was  thinking  of  my  grandchildren  in  order  to  maintain 
their  interest  in  a  Jewish  tradition  and  culture,  centuries  old, 
which  is  their  heritage,  and  which  has  been  so  tragically  destroyed 
in  our  days.  A  great  deal  of  this  private  family  history  will 
equally  be  of  interest  to  local  and  regional  history  and  for  this 
reason  may  be  welcome  as  a  contribution  to  the  District  of  Kassel  1985 
Year  Book. 
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During  the  18th  century  there  was  still  a  long  way  to  go  to 
realise  the  ideals  of  personal  liberty  of  the  individual  and  the 
equality  of  the  masses  before  the  law.  Jews  in  particular  found 
themselves  completely  outside  society,  then  organised  on  corpo- 
raxive  lines,  and  were  considered  by  their  very  nature  as  sub- 
ordinate bondsmen  devoid  of  any  rights.  They  depended  therefore 
in  a  very  special  measure  on  the  protection  of  the  authorities 
in  order  to  achieve  a  minimum  safeguard  of  life  and  limb,  property 
and  equally  economic  activities.  This  "Jews'  Protection",  originallj 
an  imperial  privilege,  passed  in  course  of  time  to  the  sovereign 
princes  of  the  constituent  states  ,  who  found  it  to  be  a  lucrative 
source  of  income.  Heedless  to  say  the  "outsiders"  had  to  pay  dearly 
for  these  concessions-  The  Landgraves  of  'desse,    whose  sovereignty 
included  Zierenberg  were  no  exception.   The  legal  foundation  of 
admission  of  Jews  was  the  "Letter  of  Proxection"or  safe  conduct, 
issued  on  a  family  basis,  which  included  detailed  obligations  and 
rights  for  which  the  recipient  was  required  to  pay  a  substantial 
amount.  At  the  same  time  he  undertook  the  duty  to  contribute 
special  imposts  apart  from  general  taxes.  In  order  to  earn  all  this 
money  the  "Letter  of  Protection"  entitled  the  recipient  to  trade, 
subject  to  special  "Jews1  Ordinances".  Agriculture,  Crafts,  also 
civil  and  government  employment  as  well  as  army  service  remained 
closed  to  Jews,  mainly  for  religious,  economic  and  political 
reasons. 

V/hereas  the  state  had  a  financial  Interest  in  a  larger  number  of 
"Protected  Jews",  it  was  especially  ^e   cities,  dominated  by   the 
craft  guilds,  who  opposed  the  admission  of  more  than  a  minimum 
of  Jewish  families,  being  afraid  of  Jewish  trade  competition. 
This  opposition  added  to  the  rather  limited  scope  for  earning 
a  living,  especially  in  view  of  almost  penal  taxation,  severely 
limiting  Jewish  growth  of  population. This  was  furthermore  a^gravatec 
by  the  fact   that  the  "Letter  of  Protection"  was  not  automatically 
hereditary,  although  it  was  eventually  transf errable  from  father 
to  the  eldest  son,  subject  always  xo  a  new  application  and  renewed 
payment  of  the  full  purchase  price,  ^s  the  establishment  of  a 
family  as  well  as  of  a  business  was  limited  to  "Protected  Jews", 
the  size  of  the  Jewish  population  could  easily  be  controlled  by 
the  state.  Younger  sons  of  "Protected  Jews",  unmarried  daughters, 
and  whoever  else  was  unable  to  acquire  a  "Letter  of  Protection", 
had  to  eke  out  a  meagre  living  as  "Unvergleiteter"  (=  without 
letter  of  safe  conduct),  without  any  security  or  protection  at  all. 
This  group  constituted  the  Jewish  lower  class,  which  was  numerical 
substantial.  They  had  little  option  but  to  work  as  servants  and  maic 
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of  "Protected  Jews'1,  some  even  ending  up  as  beggars.  When  Lelb  Jacob 
v/as  born  at  Zierenberg  in  the  year  1769,  being  the  second  son  of 
his  father  Jacob  Itzig,  his  prospects  were  hardly  better  than  that 
of  an  "Unvergleiteter"  -  an  unprotected  person.  Hie  father's  "Letter 
of  Protection"  v/as  indeed  duly  transferred  to  his  brother  Itsig  Jacob, 
who  was  four  years  older  than  him,  and  the  best  Leib  Jacob  could  hope 
for  v/as  to  work  as  a  servant  of  his  older  brother.  Also  he  would  have 
to  live  as  a  member  oi  the  same  household,  having  to  remain  unmarried 
to  the  end  of  his  days.  However  against  all  odds  he  succeeded  in 
giving  his  fate  a  turn  for  the  better. 

The  beginning  of  Leib  Jacob's  rise  v/as  marked  by  a  broken-off 
engagement.  During  the  period  of  the  French  revolution  there  lived 
at  Zierenberg  the  Jewish  v/idower  Lioses  Hatz,  a  protected  Jew,  who 
had  no  sons  but  two  marriageable  daughters.  In  such  cases  there  v/as 
a  possibility  to  have  the  "Princely  Protection"  transferred  to  a 
son-in-law.  This  meant  that  after  all  a  second  son  had  under  certain 
conditions  a  chance  to  marry  and  to  start  a  family,  as  v/ell  as  to  trade| 
indepently.  The  main  stumbling  block  was  to  provide  proof  of  adequate 
means.  Indeed  Hoses  Katz  had  found  a  suitable  suitor  in  the  person 
of  Hirsch  Levi,  and  the  authorities  had  already  agreed  to  admit  him 
as  "Protected  Jew"  provided: 

"  that  by  his  intended  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the 
protected  Jew  Lioses  Katz  he  would  enter  into  his  household 
and  business,  and  would  establish  one  family  with  him  . 
LVen  the  amount  of  1 50  Reichsthaler  payable  for  the  expected  document 
had  already  been  paid  into  the  Princely  Treasury  in  Kassel.  However 
a  wedding  was  never  going  to  take  place.  Hirsch  Levi  was  presumably 
more  interested  in  the  elevation  to  the  position  of  a  "Schutzjude" 
(=  Protected  Jew),  than  in  the  18  year  old  Reisgen,  elder  daughter 
of  Lioses  £atz#  In  fact  he  made  the  marriage  conditional  on  certain 
terms,  which  the  available  documents  fail  to  clarify.  This  resulted 
not  only  in  some  delay,  but  eventually  wrecked  the  whole  undertaking 
as  indicated  in  the  correspondence  between  the  Chief  Treasurer  in 
Hassel  and  the  District  Office  in  Zierenberg, 

"   .  .  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  marriage  unless  Lioses 
Katz  would  first  fulfill  those  conditions,  which  have  al- 
ready been  mentioned  and  which  are  still  to  be  decided 
by  the  District  Rabbi  ..." 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1790  the  Hessian  Princely  authorities  made 
it  very  clear  to  Hirsch  Levi 

"  .  .  that  unless  he  enters  into  a  marriage  with  the  former, 
the  execution  of  the  letter  of  protection  for  him  can  not 
be  applied  for  nor  be  proceeded  with  .  .  " 
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It  appeared  however  that  the  young  man  was  not  prepared  to  be  put 

under  pressure  and  the  outcome  was  that  he  withdrew  his  application 

for  the  transfer  of  the  protection  from  Lloses  Katz  to  himself, 

provided  the  amount  already  deposited  was  refunded,  to  him.  Dated 

the  loth  February,  1791  the  local  authority  at  Zierenberg  was 

instructed 

11  •  .  by  command  of  the  Highest  Authority  to  advise  him 

that  the  said  150  Rthlr.  will  be  returned  to  him,  however 

thereby  he  will  have  forfeited  any  hope  of  ever  obtaining 

the  Princely  Protection  again •  Tnis  you  must  bear  in  mind 

in  case  of  any  future  attestation  and  equally  you  are  to  use 

every   endeavour  to  see  to  it,  that  this  Jew  is  prevented 

from  ever  conducting  any  business  or  trade." 

Hirsch  Levi  had  indeed  been  recorded  in  later  "Juden-Tabellen" 

(Jews1  statistics)  for  Hesse-Kassel  as  unmarried.  He  lived  first 

in  the  household  of  a  brother  and  after  his  death  with  a  nephew 

until  he  eventually  died  as  a  bachelor. 

Meanwhile,  the  Zierenberg  magistrate  suggested  to  Moses  Katz,  for 

whom  a  son-in-law  meant  something  like  provision  for  his  old  age, 

"  .  .  to  apply  for  the  protection  of  another  Jewboy,  who 

might  marry  his  daughter  so  as  to  attain  the  highest 

intention  not  to  increase  the  number  of  Jewish  families 

in  the  town.11 

Nevertheless  another  six  years  had  to  pass  before  a  suitor  appeared 

for  his  now  almost  twenty  five  year  old  daughter.  To  be  sure  there 

were  enough  young  men  willing  to  marry,  but  few  if  any  could  provide 

evidence  of  being  in  possession  of  adequate  means  to  qualify  for 

a  "letter  of  Protection".  Most  protected  Jews  simply  lacked  the  funds 

once  they  had  assisted  in  establishing  their  eldest  son  to  do  the 

same  for  later  born  children.  So  far  as  leib  Jacob  and  his  family 

were  concerned  this  was  a  possibility,  and  therefore  Moses  Katz 

was  able  to  write  in  1797  a  second  time  to  the  Landgrave  in  Kassel: 

"  Your  Serene  Highness,  Most  Gracious  Prince  and  Lord I" 

This  is  how  he  commenced  and  referred  to  his  earlier  request  of 

1790  saying, 

"  that  I  ai  an  old  man,  that  I  have  no  son  but  two  daughters 

who  are  unable  to  help  me  in  my  trade  .  .  " 

After  recapitulating  the  unsuccessful  discussions  with  Kirsch  levi 

he  came  to  the  purpose  of  his  petition: 

"  Now  1  have  once  again  an  opportunity  to  arrange  a  marriage 

for  one  of  my  daughters  to  Leib  Jacob  the  second  son  of  the 

protected  Jew  Jacob  Itzig  of  this  town  under  exactly  the 

sane  conditions,  provided  Your  serene  Higliness  will  graciouly 
consent  to  grant  the  protection  intended  for 
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Hirsch  Levi  to  this  Jewboy  Leib  Jacob,  An  old  widowed 
father,  who  is  plagued  by  bodily  incapacity  affecting  his 
livelihood,  and  who  is  full  of  worries  for  the  future  and 
happiness  of  his  children,  dares  to  entreat  and  beg  of  his 
Prince  and  Lord,  His  Serene  Highness,  the  "fee  most  gracious 
favour  to  transfer  under  the  same  conditions  the  protection 
intended  for  the  Jewboy  Hirsch  Levi  but  later  rescinded, 
to  the  Jewboy  Leib  Jacob," 
The  concluding  formula,  expressive  of  the  style  of  the  period 
states: 

"Nourishing  hopeful  expectations  of  a  most  gracious  favour 
revive  an  old  man,  who  remains  in  deepest  devotion  to  his 
grave,  the  most  humble  servant  of  your  Princely,  Serene 
Highness,  the  Gracious  Sovereign  and  Lord, 
submissively,  Moses  Katz," 
The  magistrate  Schoedde  of  Zierenberg  added  to  this  petition  an 
official  attestation,  dated  13th  July,  1797  as  follows: 

"Having  regard  to  the  circumstances  indicated  by  the 
petitioner  it  would  appear  to  be  desirable,  that  he  should 
be  favoured  with  the  Gracious  Favour  and  it  should  be  noted 
that  like  Hirsch  Levi  the  second  born  Leib  Jacob,  who  has 
completed  his  25th  year,  is  well  able  to  pay  the  amount  of 
150  Rthlr  for  the  Princely  Protection."  ' 
Three  weeks  later  the  Burgomaster  and  magistrate  of  Zierenberg 
verified, 

"that  the  Jewboy  Leib  Jacob,  the  second  son  of  the  protected 
Jew  Jacob  Itzig  of  this  town,  has  always  conducted  himself 
blamelessly  and  therefore  this  town  does  not  raise  any 
objections  to  his  proposed  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  the 
protected  Jew  Moses  Katz  also  of  this  town,  who  has  no  son, 
as  in  consequence  of  such  marriage  there  will  not  be  any 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  Jewish  families  in  this 
town, " 
The  next  hurdle  to  overcome  was  to  produce  the  required  evidence  of 
assets  of  no  l=e^than  1000  Reichsthaler,  because  in  view  of  future 
tax  liabilities  no  impecunious  Jews  were  to  be  admitted  to  the 
category  of  protected  status.  It  is  not  easy  to  indicate  reasonably 
accurately  the  present  day  value  of  this  amount.  Based  on  the  assumptic 
that  the  weight  of  a  Reichsthaler  was  approximately  28  grammes  (=  one 
oz.)  of  silver  the  result  would  be  of  the  order  of  25  000  LLI,  or 
£  6000  -  £  7000,  or  $  8000  -  $  10  000.  Presumably  however  the  actual 
purchase  power  was  in  fact  higher.  With  some  difficulties  Leib  Jacob 

succeeded  in  proving  assets  totalling  1040  Rthlr.  These  included  sheep 

and  rams  at  200  Rtl 
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tv/o  cows  valued  at  40  Rthlr.  and  five  coats  totalling  15  Rthlr. 

His  stock  of  v/ool  represented  an  amount  of  1 20  Rthlr,  Evidently 

Leib  Jacob  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  some  transactions  on  his 

own  account  whilst  working  for  his  father,  as  he  was  able  to  furnish 

evidence  of  outstanding  debtors  of  350  Reichsthaler.  however  all  these 

items  only  reached  a  total  of  740  Rthlr,  barely  three  quarter  of  the 

required  minimum. 

This  was  the  situation  where  the  future  father-in-law,  who  in  any  case 

had  a  vested  interest  in  the  realisation  of  the  wedding  plans  this  time 

had  to  fill  the  gap,  not  only  to  see  his  daughter  settled,  but  also 

to  have  made  provision  for  his  own  old  age.  At  the  beginning  of  July 

he  formally  requested  the  Zierenberg  magistrate  to  record 

"  that  he  is  selling  and  conveying  to  his  daughter  Reisgen 
and  her  fiance,  the  Jewboy  Leib  Jacob,  his  dwelling  house 
together  with  pasture  and  stables,  situated  in  the  Long  Street ,| 
adjecent  to  the  dwellings  of  Town  Actuario  Curth  and  Ludwig 
Beuring  ...  at  a  price  of  Rthlr  400  on  condition  that  the 
said  buyers  accept  responsibility  for  an  outstanding  mortgage 
amounting  to  100  Rthlr  in  favour  of  Frau  Kluppell,  wife  of 
Inspector  Kluppell,  and  to  pay  the  balance  of  300  Rthlr  in 
cash  to  the  vendor,  it  also  being  agreed  to  allow  the  vendor 
a  lifelong  right  of  tenancy  in  the  said  house  free  of  any 
charge  whatsoever, " 
This  sale  appeared  to  have  amounted  to  an  anticipated  dowry  for 
Reisgen  Katz  to  enable  her  fiance  to  augment  his  own  assets,  thereby 
creating  the  prereqisite  for  a  wedding.  One  may  assume  that  Leib  Jacob 
merely  undertook  responsibility  for  the  outstanding  debt,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  Lloses  Katz  gave  a  clear  receipt  for  the  balance. 
In  any  case  the  candidate  for  the  hand  of  his  daughter  as  well  as  for 
the  transfer  of  his  "Letter  of  Protection"  had  now  exceeded  -  if  only 
just  -  the  minimum  threshold  of  1000  Rthlr,  v/ith  the  help  of  this 
authenticated  document  of  convey ence.  Leib  Jacob  could  now  take  the 
next  step  and  on  the  6th  July,  17S7  he  returned  to  magistrate  3choedde,| 
submitting  his  statement  of  assets  now  totalling  1040  Reichsthaler 
with  a  request  to  swear  to  the  accuracy  of  the  same.  In  anticipation 
he  had  travelled  to  nearby  Gudensberg,  the  seat  of  the  "Land jud ens chaft| 
(  =  Jev/ish  Diet),  comprising  all  Eessian  protected  Jews.  The  District 
Rabbi  Loew  Lleyer  Berlin,  whose  official  title  was  "Hochfurstlicher 
Kessen  Casselscher  Landrabbiner",  resided  at  Gudensberg  and  he  gave 
Leib  Jticob  the  following  certificate 

"  It  is  attested  herewith  that  the  bearer  of  this  document 
Leib  Jacob  of  Zierenberg  has  been  well  informed  and  apprised 
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of  the  seriousness  of  perjury,  and  has  been  warned  about 
possible  severe  penalties, n 
Before  swearing  any  oath  Jews  had  to  submit  to  such  a  clerical 
admonition,  because  the  normal  customary  formula  was  considered 
inadequate  on  account  of  the  difference  in  religion.  After  due 
examination  of  all  the  respective  documents  by  the  Zierenberr 
magistrates  and  in  the  presence  of  the  local  Habbi,Leib  Jacob 

"  .  •  took  a  solemn  oath  confirming  the  correctness  of  his 
statement  of  assets  praeve  seria  admonitione  de  vitando 
perjurio. "» 
The  whole  dossier  was  now  despatched  to  the  Chief  Treasury  in 
Kassel  together  with  a  covering  statement  of  magistrate  Schoedde, 
in  which  he  restated  the  correct  fulfillment  of  all  the  conditions 
required  for  the  admission  into  the  Princely  Protection,  and 
once  again  stressed: 

"  That  the  said  leib  Jacob  should  well  be  able  to  comply 
with  the  Princely  imposts,  having  regard  to  his  well  known 
diligence  and  industry,  and  also  to  his  'financial  assets."7 
To  be  absolutely  certain.  -  that  all  taxes  and  imposts  due  from  a 
protected  Jew  would  in  fact  be  paid,  the  state  moreover  demanded 
a  Joint  guarantee  of  the  "Land jud ens chaft"  (=  Jewish  Diet)  for 
every  newly  admitted  petitioner,  ouch  an  obligation  was  entered 
into  at  G-udensberg  on  the  10th  July,  1797,  signed  by  the  elected 
presidents  Levi  Abraham  and  Mendel  Meyer  Heinemann,  thereby  finally 
completing  all  the  requisite  requirements  for  cl   successful  outcome 
of  the  pending  application. 

More  than  3  months  later  on  the  6th  November,  1 797  a  decision 
of  the  Princely  Chief  Treasury  reached  Zierenberg,  dated  23rd  Cctobe| 
according  to  which  the  petition  of  lloses  Katz  for  the  transfer 
of  his  "letter  of  Protection"  to  leib  Jacob 

"  .  .  having  been  graciously  granted  by  highest  "Insolution" 
on  the  19th  of  the  previous  month,  provided  that  together 
they  will  constitute  only  one  family  and  also  provided 
that  leib  Jacob  will  in  conformity  with  his  offer  deposit 
100  lieichsthaler  ad  pios  usus  and  50  Reichsthaler  for 
products  of  the  princely  Llanufactury  .  .  *@ 
At  the  same  time  the  magistrate  in  charge  was  instructed, 

"not  drnly  to  acquaint  the  petitioner  with  the  gracious 
"Insolation",  but  also  to  see  to  it,  that  the  conditions 
agreed  between  the  two  parties  will  be  fulfilled,  and  that 
the  dispensation  fees  will  be  remitted  to  the  Treasury,  when 
upon  on  submission  of  the  original  receipt,  the  Protection 
Document  will  be  issued." 





w 


■ 

■ 


-  11 

The  admission  to  the  Princely  protection,  acquired  as  a  result  of 
great  sacrifices  ,  after  many  months  of  efforts  to  comply  with  for- 
malities, meant  a  decisive  turning  point  in  the  life  of  leib  Jacob. 
It  was  the  basis  of  his  pecuniary  existence  as  well  as  the  start  of' 
his  family,  now  that  he  was  able  to  marry  his  bride  Heisgen  Katz. 
Their  first  child  was  born  in  September,  1799,  a  son  called  Itzig 
after  LeibJacob's  grandfather,  followed  by  a  daughter  and  six 
further  sons. 

In  1808  Jerome  Bonaparte,  brother  of  the  French  Emperor  Uapoleon 
and  sovereign  of  the  newly  created  kingdom  of  Westphalia  with  Kassel 
its  capital,  proclaimed  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews,  and  thereby  thel 
legal  equality  in  the  state.  The  letter  of  protection  and  all  that 
it  entailed,  had  now  become  null  and  void.  The  "Schutzbrief  ■  (=  lettel 
of  protection)  was  in  the  last  analysis  a  consequence  of  the  original' 
Imperial  "Servitude  of  the  Chamber"  of  the  Jews,  and  thereby  a  result 
of  the  mediaeval  legal  perception  of  Jews  as  chattel  owned  by  the 
sovereign.  This  attitude  was  not  without  effect  on  the  Jews  them- 
selves, a  trace  of  which  is  still  with  us  to-day,  expressed  in  the 
statutory  prayer  for  the  Head  of  the  State  in  which  the  congregation 
entreats  the  Almighty 

.  .  to  put  compassion  into  (his/her)  heart  and  into  the 
hearts  of  all  (his/her)  counsellors  that  they  may  deal 
kindly  with  us  and  all  Israel."  ° 
The  protected  Jews  as  well  as  the  unprotected  ones  were  now  to  be 
citizens.  Jews  could  join  the  crafts  and  were  also  accepted  for 
military  service,  -  indeed  the  father  of  my  grandmother  Schartenberg 
was  a  veteran  of  the  1813/14  anti-Napoleon  wars.  Of  the  greatest 
significance  was  the  abolition  of  the  marriage  restrictions  leading 
to  a  rapid  growth  of  the  Jewish  population  after  centuries  of  stag- 
nation. Although  after  the  end  of  the  Ilapoleonic  era  in  1 81  5  Jewish 
civil  liberties  were  again  limited,  a  complete  reversal  and  return 
to  the  status  quo  ante  was  not  practicable  anymore.  The  Hessian 
constitution  of  1831  again  guaranteed  equality,  as  did  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  German  Reich  of  1871  and  1919  -  equality  before  the 
law  of  all  regardless  of  creed.  In  everyday  life  this  was  of  course 
nof realised  immediately  and  universally;  nevertheless  there  was 
tremendous  progress,  until  the  utter  reversal  in  the  "Third  Reich", 
culminating  in  expulsion  and  physical  destruction  of  millions  of 
innocent  beings.  However  in  1837  when  leib  Jacob  died,  such  future 
happenings  could  not  even  be  contemplated.  The  former  "Jewboy" 
dxed  at  an  age  of  68  years.  With  a  considerable  measure  of  luck  and 
as  a  result  of  hard  work  he  had  managed  to  achieve  his  elevation 

eaJoVft?^  of  "Schutzjude"  (=  protected  Jew),  and  now  had  become  an 
equax  citizen,  the  first  bearer  of  the  fami" 
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It  so  happened  that  almost  another  year  had  to  pass,  before  the 
receipts  could  be  produced.  Leib  Jacob  did  not  find  it  at  all  easy 
to  raise  enough  liquid  funds  to  cover  the  amount  in  question,  which 
was  quite  substantial  bearing  in  mind  his  circumstances  at  the  time. 
In  actual  fact  an  equivalent  of  about  15  $■   of  his  total  assets  were 
involved,  which  in  any  case  were  rather  tied  up.  neither  his  future 
father-in-law,  who  had  already  transferred  to  him  his  house  and  other 
property,  nor  his  own  father  were  in  a  position  to  assist  financially. 
Jacob  Itzig,  his  father,  was  understandably  exhausted  in  money  terms, 
having  helped  to  assist  both  his  sons.  A  1797  tax  record  classified 
the  now  77  year  old  man  as  "needy",  reducing  his  "Jews'  Tax"  to  half 
the  normal  amount.  In  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  delay,  the  Chief 
Treasury  retained  the  letter  of  Protection,  which  had  already  been 
prepared,  and  on  the  21  st  April,  1798  the  Zierenberg  authorities 

were  to  instruct, 

"  .  .  the  said  Jew  leib  Jacob  to  deposit  here  the  original 
receipts  for  the  amount  of  the  said  150  Rthlr  within,  a 
period  of  14  days." 
Apparently  leib  Jacob  had  now  remitted  at  least  the  amount  of  100 
Rthlr  meant  to  have  been  a  compensation  for  the  Church  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  dues  paid  by  Christians  to  maintain  Divine 
Services.  A  further  urgent  letter  of  the  1 2th  July,  1798  said, 
"  According  to  enquiries  made  the  Jew  leib  Jacob  of  your 

town  has  paid  the  amount  of  100  Rthlr  in  respect  of  "Dispen- 
sation Fee",  however  there  is  still  an  outstanding  balance 
of  50  Rthlr  in  respect  of  products  of  the  Princely 
Manufactory.  As  it  is  not  possible  to  allow  any  further 
consideration  in  this  respect,  we  instruct  you  herewith 
to  order  the  said  Jew  to  effect  payment  of  the  amount 
in  question  of  50  Rthlr  within  four  weeks." 
Magistrate  Schoedde,  who  dealt  with  this  matter,  did  his  best  to 
collect  the  balance,  which  actually  was  in  respect  of  almost  unsale- 
able products  of  the  Princely  Manufactory,  which  newly  admitted 
protected  Jews  were  compelled  to  buy.  Early  in  September  Schoedde 
had  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  payment,  and  therefore  he  took 
steps  to  initiate  legal  proceedings.  However  before  the  writ  was 
actually  issued  the  outstanding  amount  had  been  raised  and  paid  over 
to  the  Chief  Treasury,  who  now  pronply  dispatched  the  "Schutsbrief " 
(=  letter  of  Protection),  dated  19th  September,  1797.  It  was  to  be 
handed  to  leib  Jacob  with  the  instruction  to  collect  from  him  Pro- 
tection Tax  retrospectively  for  the  year  which  had  gone,  and  also  to 
collect  the  same  in  future,  in  advance,  in  quarterly  instalments. 
During  late  September  the  precious  document  was  at  long  last  in  "tag  ^ 
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of  the  recipient,  and  the  path  was  now  cleared  for  the  wedding, 
which  had  been  planned  so  long  ago •The  original  document,  a  hand 
written  copy  of  which  exists  in  the  Marburg  Stafce  Archives,  showed 
the  personal  signature  and  the  Privy  Seal  of  the  sovereign,  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  The  text  read: 

"By  the  Grace  of  God,  V/e  iVilhelm  the  Ninth,  Landgrave  of 
Hesse,  Prince  of  Hersfeld,  Count  of  Katzenellenbogen,  Diets, 
Ziegenhain,  LJidda,  Schaumburg  and  Hanau,  proclaim  and 
actaiowledge  herewith  publicly,  that  V/e,  however  excepting 
legislation  to  the  contrary,  have  taken  into  our  protection 
the  Jew  Leib  Jacob  of  Zierenberg  together  with  his  wife  and 
children,  to  allow  them  to  settle  in  Zierer-berg  and  to  live 
in  that  town  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  are  to  obey  the 
general  laws  of  the  land,  as  well  as  especially  the  exist- 
ing ordinances,  and  possible  future  ordinances,  regulating 
conditions  of  and  for  the  Jewish  community,  and  that  tjiey 
will  notjcontrary  to  those  laws  and  regulations  burden  any  en 
with  exorbitant  usury,  nor  at  all  defraud  any  of  our  subjec] 

For  this  our  Sovereign  and  Princely  Protection  the  said 
Jew  is  to  render  to  our  District  Revenue  Office  at  Zieren- 
berg for  himself  and  his  family  annually  an  amount  cf  ten 
Goldgulden  or  Reichsthaler  12-16-0  and  this  time  also  Rthlr. 
12-16-0  as  entry  tax.  This  ig  apart  from  the  usual  silver 
v/ar  contributions  and  other  monies,  v/ltich  Jews  living  in 
cur  lands  are  ivte  to  pay,  or  which  nay  become  payable  at 
any  future  time,  and  not  to  allow  any  shortfall  or  want 
therefrom.  Against  this  we  allow  them  to  pursue  such  trade 
in  our  lands  as  is  permitted  in  our  Sovereign  ordinances, 
a::d  we  command  our  servants  and  office  bearers  in  Zierenberl 
that  they  are  to  tolerate  the  said  Jews  in  the  said  town  of 
Zierenberg,  xo  protect  them  against  injustice  and  violence, | 
equally  to  see  to  the  correct  payment  of  the  protection 
dues,  and  that  they  observe  an.:  submit  to  the  above  mention! 
ordinances,  in  default  thereof  they  are  not  only  to  forfeit! 
our  protection,  but  according  to  circumstances  would  be  sub| 
ject  tc  possible  severe  punishment.  If  it  so  happens,  that 
they  are  pursuing  business  in  other  of  o'ur   domains  our  re- 
spective servants  and  office  bearers  are  due  to  and  hereby 
commanded  to  afford  them  all  necessary  Sovereign  assist-^nc< 
wherever  and  whenever  required,  and  to  bestow  on  them  what- 
ever is  right  and  proper. 

We  have  personally  set  unto  this  our  hand,  ancL  caused  to,  hi 
added  to  this  document  of  ax" Schut:: Drier' cur  Sovereign  wii 
Seal.  So  done  in  our  Residence  of  Cassel,  the  19th  Sept.  1 

./  i  1  h  e  1  m   1. 


-   12   - 

surrounded  "by  a  large  f:  mily  of  children  and  grandchildren, 


Annotations: 

1).  see  article  "Zierenberg"  in  Paul  Arnsberg,  Die  jiidischen 

G-eneinden  in  Hessen,  Anfang-Unt-ergang-Heubegin,  Vol»2, 

Frankfurt  a,  LI.,  page  444 
2).  Fritz  Huf schmidt,  Versuch  einer  Geschichte  des  oberen  Warme tales, 

Zierenberg  1910,  page  169 
3).  Hessian  Stat esar chives  Marburg,  ref.  40  a,  Rubr.  XVI  Gen.  and 

Best.  5  No.  2347/1744 
4  ).  This  and  all  following  quotations  are  extracted  from  original 

documents  concerning  the  "Schutzbrief "  application  of  Leib  Jacob, 

at  the  Marburg  archives  ref.  nos.  330  A  1 8/19/20  Zierenberg, 

No  further  references  are  therefore  needed. 
5).  Original  document:  Supplicant  =  petitioner 
6.).  praeve  seria  admonitione  de  vitando  perjurio  =  after  previous 

serious  admonition  to  refrain  from  perjury. 
7)*  Original  document:  Erestande/Prestande  =  obligatory  duty,  imposts. 
8).  Insolution  =  decision;  ad  pios  usus  =  for  religious  purposes,  i.e» 

the  Protestant  Church. 
9)*  Israel  Abrahams,  Jewish  life  in  the  Middle  Ages,  Atheneum, 

New  York,  reprint  1969  (original  1896),  page  XVII  -  introduction. 
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1867  Parried  REGIME 
nee  MULLEP  ' 
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BRE1NCHEN 
1835-  ? 
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LEVI 
1837-1909 


ABRAHAM 
1845-1845 


(132C  )  1640  -  1 J  7 


1834  Married  MUNDEL 
nee  WAlDECK 


IT2IG 

1799-1858 


TEL2CHEN 

1801-1864 


JACOB 
1803-1880 


ABRAHAM 
1805-188C 


MOSES 
1808-  ? 


MEYER 
1810-1856 


CHONE 
1812-1873 


HERZ 
1815-  ? 


1798  REISGEN  ne'e  KATZ 
1772-1842 


ITZIG  ben  JACOB 
1765-  ? 


LE  IB  ben  JACOB 
(SCHARTFNBERG  froi 
1808)   1769-1837 


GRUMMEL  oas  JACOB 


Married  BEILE  (?)1763 
1729-  ? 


JOSEPH  ben  ITZIG 


JACOB  ben  ITZIG 
[SCHUTZBRIEF  3.9.1763) 
1720-1800 


?  beanziG 
? 


1763  from  HOF  to  Z1ERENBERG 


JONAS  ben  JACOB  (also   , 
HUMBERT, 
(SCHUTZBRIEF  1707) 


ITZIG  ben  JACOB b  1680/85 

(also  GUMBEPT) 
(SCHUTZBRIEF  14/8/1716' 


JACOB 

(also  GUMBERJ) 


WIDOW 


b.  approx  1640  d. before  1698 -d. 1700/1701 


i1  a  :..  in 

1868  -   1S34 


R 


JONATHON 

DAVID 

1969- 


JAMES 

EDWARD 

1972- 


SOPHIE 
HANNAH 
1979- 


LAUREN 
1979- 


JULIAN 

JACOB 

1981- 


1971Married 

BRUCE 
GUTENKAUF 


DAM  EL 

ADAM 

1972- 

DAVID 
SIMON 
1974- 

■ 

KATE 

LOUISA 

1982- 

SARAH 
KATE 

1968- 

MARK 

HOWARD 

1971- 

1974  Married 
ROY 
GOODMAN 


FRANCES 
1948-1975 


1967  Married 
JOHN 
SADLIK 


JUDITH 
1952- 


DAVID 
1954-1954 


MARGARET 

ANNE 

1941-1943 


1969  Married 
JOHN 
JOSEPHS 


DOROTHY 

EVELYN 

1943- 


1967  Married 
3ERNARD 

Q!SB»!PEH 


MARI0N 

RUTH 

1944- 


1947  Married  MARGOT 
nee  SCHULMANN 


SUSAN 
8ERYL 


1939  Married  ELIZABETH 
nee  JUNGS TER 


FRED  LUDWIG 
1912- 


WALTER 
1913 


1911  Married  SOPHIE 
ne'e  STEPPACHER 


ALBERT 
1868-  ? 


EDUARD 
1870-1938 


HERMANN 

7 


OTTO 


WILHELMINE 
1873-  ? 


JACOB 
1882-1955 
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